MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA     145

out life in some obscure provincial town of Hungary,
Austria, or other parts of her Imperial Majesty's
dominions/'

It has been consistently rumoured among historians,
and sometimes stated as a fact, that Maria Theresa con-
fided her anxiety about Francis to Dr. van Swieten, her
physician. It is believed by many that she wrote to
van Swieten asking him how she could make herself
more attractive to Francis. It is very possible that
she did so, but as she had the habit of destroying her
private correspondence, it is not surprising that no
such letter from her, or van Swieten's answer, has been
preserved in the Vienna archives.

Outwardly, these conflicts between Francis and his
wife were never apparent in their household, which was
run efficiently and smoothly. Though Maria Theresa
was constantly insistent about her rights as a sovereign,
or perhaps because of this insistence on important
issues, she was extremely informal in her home. Count
Khevenhiiller, whose diary is the best record of her
Court, was often profoundly shocked by her neglect of
etiquette. Once, when he pompously conducted the
wife of the new Venetian Ambassador to the anteroom of
her study, where her undersecretary was to announce
to her secretary and he, in turn, to her, that the visitor
had arrived, the Empress seriously annoyed the Court
by sending out a simple chambermaid to fetch the lady.

For years after she became Queen, Khevenhiiller had
hoped that when Francis was finally elected as the Holy
Roman Emperor the royal household would take on
new dignity, [show greater respect for forms. But the
Count was to be bitterly disappointed, Francis pre-
ferred a comfortable chair and a few friends who shared
his passion for cards, for gambling, and for bunting, to